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Salutatorian - Aiden Gillis graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with 
Honors and Mastery in Math and Science. He has been a focused and determined student 
throughout high school. He excelled in challenging academic work while maintaining high 
levels of performance in both athletics and clubs. This year Aiden was awarded the Presidential 
Education Award, a New York State Scholarship for Academic Excellence, and the Sheldon 
Memorial Award for all-around high honors in scholastic 
work. In addition to his academic accomplishments, Aiden is 
a natural leader who is well-respected by his peers. He was 
elected class president for three consecutive years, president 
of the National Honor Society, and a member of Mock 
Trial. He is also a talented musician who was consistently 
involved with Salem’s music programs, both in school and 
extracurricular activities. He was selected for several solo 
performances, as well as nominated for multiple select 
music groups and opportunities, including All-County Band 
and Chorus, Jazz Band, and Goat Pit. Aiden leads on the 
field as well, and is a NYSPHSAA scholar athlete in varsity 
soccer and track. He intends to study chemical/biomolecular 
engineering at Tennessee Tech University. Aiden is the son of 
Brian and Kim Gillis of Shushan.

Jr./Sr. High School 
Upcoming Events

 
Salem Day of Service ..............5/19 
 
CTE Students 
Visit Fort Miller ..........................5/25

No School 
Unused Snow Day ...................5/27

No School 
Memorial Day............................5/30

8th Grade   
Science Written Test ................. 6/6 
 
8th Grade Career Jam  
at Siena College ......................... 6/9 
 
Cap and Gown  
Photo Walk for Graduates ...... 6/9 
 
Spring Concert ........................... 6/9 
 
FFA Banquet ................................ 6/9 
 
Kickball Tournament ..............6/13

Last Day of Classes ..................6/14 
 
No School  
Juneteenth  ................................6/20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Class of 2022 
graduation ceremony is 

Friday, June 24 at 7 p.m. 
on the school’s front lawn.  

(In the event of rain it will be 

held in the Jr./Sr. High School 

gymnasium).

Valedictorian - Autumn Fleming  
graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors 
and Mastery in Math and Science. She maintained excellent 
grades in rigorous coursework for her entire high school 
career and received numerous honors which reflect her 
dedication to both academics and her community. In her 
junior year, Autumn was awarded the Frederick Douglas and 
Susan B. Anthony Award for demonstrating commitment 
to understanding and addressing difficult social issues. This 
year she was selected as Salem’s recipient of the Adirondack 
Area School Boards Association’s Student Community 
Service Award. She also earned the Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute’s Rensselaer Medal for Excellence in Math and 
Science, the New York State Scholarship for Academic 

Excellence, and the Presidential Education Award. In addition to her exemplary academic record, 
Autumn maintains a passion for many other creative pursuits. Autumn is a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, National Honor Society, Salem for Social Justice, Salem’s Community 
Cats, and volunteers at the Fort Salem Theater in her free time. She’s also a member of Mock Trial, 
Math Team, the Mind’s Eye literary magazine, Senior Band, and Drama Club. While balancing 
academics and activities, she also wrote and published her first novel “Virago” this past year. She 
plans to pursue a master’s degree in journalism/communications at Pace University. Autumn is the 
daughter of Brian and Tina Fleming of Salem. 

May 2022

We Proudly Present Our 
Class of 2022 Top Ten Graduates!
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MEET OUR TOP TEN TOP CLASS OF 2022 GRADUATES

Silvia Escobar-Deleon graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Mastery 
in Math and Science. Silvia is a quiet, but ambitious student, who maintained her place among 
the top in her class throughout her high school career. In her junior year Silvia was awarded 

the Bausch and Lomb Honorary Science Award for her excellence in math and science. She is the recipient 
of a New York State Scholarship for Academic Excellence and the Presidential Education Award for Academic 
Excellence. She’s a member of National Honor Society and volunteered backstage with the Drama Club 
and at Jacko’s Corner in Salem. Though she’s busy excelling in school and working, her real passion is art, 
specifically illustration, and she has been drawing both digitally and traditionally throughout her life. She 
plans to attend St. Lawrence University to pursue a career in veterinary medicine. Silvia is the daughter of 
Carmina Margarita Escobar-Deleon and Ever Bernabe Escobar Marroquin. She resides with her devoted 
grandmother, Silvia Hernandez, in Salem.

Quinn Donaldson graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors and 
Mastery in Math and Science. Quinn  is a versatile and well-rounded student, and excelled 
academically throughout high school, while participating in numerous extracurricular 

activities. Quinn graduates with the President’s Award for Academic Excellence, and was selected as th is 
year’s Rotary Student of the Year for his all-around performance  and character  in and out of school. Quinn 
is a creative, hard-working, and dependable student. He is a member of the National Honor Society, Math 
Team, All-County Band and Chorus, Jazz Band, Girls Who Code, and Drama Club.   In addition to his academic 
success, he is a talented musician  who has performed  in many of the drama club’s school plays and 
concerts,  as well as venues outside of school. Quinn also excelled in athletics throughout high school as a 
NYSPHSAA scholar athlete in  varsity  soccer, wrestling, and track. He plans   to  attend Middlebury College. 
Quinn is the son of Anthony and Elizabeth Donaldson  of Shushan. 

Pascia Offield graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Mastery in Math 
and Science. Pascia is an open-minded and passionate student with a strong work ethic. 
Throughout the past four years, Pascia pushed herself in a variety of areas and excelled in 

all of them. She was enrolled in challenging classes, including many Advanced Placement courses, and 
maintained grades to achieve high honor roll status for all four years of high school. She earned music 
awards and the Presidential Award for Academic Excellence. Pascia currently serves as the editor of the 
yearbook club, treasurer of band, and secretary of chorus. She is a member of National Honor Society, All-
County Band and Chorus, Math Team, and Weight Lifting Club. Some of Pascia’s greatest strengths can be 
found in her creative and generous spirit. She is passionate about fashion, the environment, and helping 
others. She will take a year off after graduation to work and plan the next chapter of her life. Pascia is the 
daughter of Tracy Offield of Greenwich and Becky Jennings of Salem.

Claire Toomey graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma. Throughout her high 
school career, Claire demonstrated she is not only a consistent and strong student, but also 
conscientious and kind. She challenged herself academically throughout high school and 

her hard work placed her on the high honor roll every year, and she earned the Presidential Award for 
Academic Excellence. Claire is a true team player and is involved in numerous activities. She participated 
in band, chorus, Yearbook Club, All-County Chorus, and NYSSMA. She also participated in softball, 
weightlifting club, and field hockey. Outside of school Claire has many interests, including animal care and 
political activism. She will pursue a career in speech language pathology at the University of Albany. Claire 
is the daughter of Patrick and Leslee Toomey of Salem.
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Jewel Wood graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma. She participated in numerous 
activities while excelling in difficult coursework throughout her high school career. She is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Yearbook Club, and was chosen as a class officer for 

three years. Jewel is a gifted musician, performing with the band throughout high school, and was selected 
to perform with NYSSMA. Since seventh grade Jewel has remained a focused and diligent student and 
maintained high honor roll status. Currently, she is the president of Salem’s Future Business Leaders of 
America, and holds a job outside of school. Jewel loves being with her dogs in her free time. She plans to 
pursue a business degree from SUNY Adirondack with the goal owning a real estate business in the future. 
Jewel is the daughter of Dan Wood of Salem, and Jen LaCross of Manchester.

Samantha Keys graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma. She is a 
hard-working student who enjoys learning. She is a member of National Honor Society and 
a recipient of the President’s Award for Academic Excellence. Sam is a member of Future 

Farmers of America, where she earned her Greenhand and Chapter degrees. Outside of school, Sam 
enjoys new experiences, especially those involving traveling. During the spring recess this past April 
she volunteered with VOSCA; a community service organization composed of local high school seniors. 
Samantha helped clean up and repair damaged homes in South Carolina. She plans to study forensic 
criminology at Anna Maria College. Sam is the daughter of Leonard and Cynthia Keys.

MEET OUR TOP TEN TOP CLASS OF 2022 GRADUATES

Kathryn Sweenor graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma with a Technical 
Endorsement in Agriculture. Kathryn is an outgoing and strong student who excelled in a 
wide variety of activities. In addition to maintaining high honors throughout her high school 
career, Kathryn is a two-time recipient of the Presidential Award for Academic Excellence and 

a member of the National Honor Society. Kathryn is active in Salem’s Future Farmers of America, where 
she has earned her FFA Greenhand, Chapter Degree, and Empire Degree. One of Kathryn’s many strengths 
is in athletics, where she achieved NYSPHSAA scholar athlete status, and served as captain of the varsity 
basketball and soccer teams. Last year Kathryn was named the Class D goalkeeper of the year. Kathryn 
is a fun and caring individual, which helps make her great at her jobs as a lifeguard and swim instructor. 
She enjoys working on her family’s farm and spending time with her dog. She plans to study agricultural 
business at SUNY Adirondack with the goal of completing her bachelor’s degree in landscaping at SUNY 
Cobleskill. Kathryn is the daughter of Jonathon and Jennifer Sweenor of Salem.

 

Amber Terry graduates with an Advanced Regents Diploma. Amber is an enthusiastic 
student and earned high honor roll status throughout middle and high school. Amber earned 
the President’s Award for Academic Excellence in her freshman year and graduates with 

another one this year. Some of Amber’s favorite activities outside of school highlight her strengths as an 
athlete; she enjoys playing sports and was a valuable member of Salem’s varsity soccer and basketball 
programs, serving as a captain on both teams. Amber was selected for Adirondack All-Star basketball’s 
second team. She helped tutor a younger student in math and coached at a softball camp. Amber is also a 
member of the yearbook club. She plans to enlist in the United States military, with the goal of working in 
the medical field. Amber is the daughter of John and Crystal Sherman of Salem.
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Board of Education 
 Anne Dunigan, President 
      Dr. Robert Ceglowski, Vice President 
      Heidi Kirchner 
      Jaclyn Nolan 
      Daniel Snyder 
 Cole Loveland, Student Member

Administration 
 Mark E. Doody, Interim Superintendent of Schools 
      Karen MacGregor, Business Manager 
      Julie Adams, Jr./Sr. High School Principal 
      Patrick Cronin, Interim Elementary School Principal 
     

REMINDER
for all students:

NO SCHOOL 
Friday, May 27 

Unused Snow Day 

NO SCHOOL 
Monday, May 30 

Memorial Day 


